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8. EX Salvador! in the opinion of C/LA/PDO, the 
government of El Salvador is truly trying to do something 
about the right-wing death squads. When Avila was picked up 
by the civilians for suspected death squad activities and was 
released, the military re-arrested him. In addition to 
taking action on the death squads, the military is now 
appointing good people to key positions. We have now seen 
the first instance of meritorious promotions, which is a 
dramatic development. There have also been instances where 
commanders were fired for incompetence. Recently a Lieu- 
tenant Colonel was given a brigade command with two Colonels 
serving as subordinates. A lot more needs to be done in the 
area of tactics, such as fighting at night. In order to 
improve dramatically, however, the Salvadorian Army needs 
assurances of constant military supplies. The on and off 
again supply system form the U.s. has a debilitating affect. 
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